No. 2: April = June 2009

Fom the Coordinator

Welcome to the second
Canterbury Biodiversity
newsletter. There has been a
large amount of biodiversity
action since the last edition.
Highlights have included the
release, in mid-April, of 30 tui
at Hinewai (Banks Peninsula),
and a biodiversity bonanza
event held over three days in
Kaikoura, at the end of March.
Although distinct events each
shared some similar
characteristics, including
enthusiasm, the cooperation of a
range of people and
organisations and a deep held
concern for the biodiversity of
“place”. Asthe Canterbury
Biodiversity Coordinator | was
privileged to work with each of
these initiatives, assisting them
where requested. Working
alongside those involved with
these initiatives and others is one
of the privileges of my role and
| look forward to future
opportunities as the year
unfolds. Read on as | review
some of these activities and
describe opportunities for

participation in future ones.
Wayne McCallum

Restoration Field-days

All Roads Head to Motukarara

Planning is now well underway for the
Canterbury Restoration Field-days, which will
be held at the Department of Conservation
Nursery, at Motukarara, on the 19t and 20t
of September. Coinciding with Conservation
Week, with its theme ‘Get Involved’, if you
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participate in biodiversity restoration then this
is the event for you. Learn from the experts
about fund raising, establishing a trust,
effective planning and successful plantings.
Hear the theory and experience the practical
at a set of workshops, field trips and
presentations over the two-day event.

Meanwhile, if you are involved in biodiversity
restoration, such as a stream care group, or a
provider of restoration services, such as an
eco-sourcing nursery, then we want to hear
from you. We have the opportunity for you to
promote your activity or business at the
Canterbury Restoration Field-days, a one-
stop event for all of those involved or
interested in biodiversity restoration. If you
would like to attend or have a display please
e-mail the Regional Biodiversity Coordinator
(details in footer, below). Registration forms
are available at:

www.canterburybiodiversity.org.nz/Restoratio
nDay.html

Biodiversity Update

Banks Peninsula=Tui Home Coming!

Following on from the story of the tui project
in the last newsletter, thirty hirds were
released into the forests of the Hinewai
Reserve, south-east Banks Peninsula, on the
9t of April. The releases crowned two years
project work, which saw the hirds relocated
from Maud Island, which had a surplus of tui,
to the Peninsula. Those at the eventual

A Maori greeting for the tui was
offered prior to their release at
Hinewai (and yes it did rain!)

release, which was postponed by a day to
accommodate bad weather, described the
moving sight of seeing the birds flying off over
the canopy and, later, of hearing their calls
radiating out across the Hinewai forest and
down its valley.

Of the birds released, 16 were juveniles and
14 adults, with a mix of 17 females and 13
males. All birds have been banded to aid
identification, with 18 of the birds being fitted
with transmitters in order to track their
movements. It is anticipated that the tui will
spread-out from the Hinewai Reserve and
reports of sightings are welcomed at
info@tuisong.org.nz or phone (03) 329 6340.
Released tui should have a combination of
coloured bands on their legs; take note of
these when compiling your reports.

Initiatives

Biodiversity Scholarship

Environment Canterbury, in collaboration with
Lincoln University, recently launched its new
Biodiversity Scholarship. Intended to support
post-graduate research exploring links
between rural industries and biodiversity, the
scholarship provides $8000 towards research
and tuition costs at Lincoln University.
Specified topic areas for research in 2009
are:

e The integration of biodiversity into
intensive dairy farm operations on the
Canterbury Plains; or,

e The use, opportunities and challenges of
stock water races as environments for
promoting biodiversity in the Canterbury
Plains; or,

¢ Understanding the social and economic
conditions that influence rural participation
in biodiversity activities.

For application details contact: Jane
Edwards, Scholarships Manager, Lincoln
University (edwardjl@lincoln.ac.nz)

Applications close in mid-June.
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Recent Events

Kaikoura Biodiversity Bonanza

Over a wonderful patch of early autumn
weather the Kaikoura Biodiversity Bonanza
drew a healthy crowd of people,driamaa

field as Golden Bay, to see, hear and learn
about biodiversity in the district. Overseen by
the Kaikoura District Council's biodiversity

officer, Jodie Denton, the event included
displayshowto demonstrations and a series
of field trips to Kepdiversity sites around

the Kaikoumrea

Canterbury Restoration

Field-days: Saturday 19 t and
Sunday 20t September, DoC
Motukarara Nursery, 10:00 am —
5:00 pm

The aim of the event is to:

e Improve effectiveness of
biodiversity re storation activities

e  Provide a n opportunity for the
building of networks and
exchange between individuals,
community groups and agencies
involved in biodiversity
restoration

Highlights were many, including an insightful
presentation by Craig Pauling on the
relationships between Maorfdadidture
and biodiversignd a well attended planti
demonstration by Jamie Midrgdf
Hurunui Natives. An evening talk on
biodiversity in Cambodia, by Canterbury's

own biodiversity coordinator, emphasised that
theissues and challenges of manfaging
thesevaluesireglobain extentMoney

raised from this talk dasated tthe

Further Details at:

www.canterburybiodiversity.org.nz/RestorationDay.html

New Releases

Film: Earth Whisperers,
Papatuanuku

Miles Giller, of the QE Il Trust, talks to
visitors about the work of the Trust.

Huttons Sheaater Charitable Trust, one of
the initiatives highlighted during field trips on
the second day of the Bon&riant

weather, insightful displays, though
provoking presentationserall a very
successful event. Well done Kalikour

A number eight wire/Kiwi approach to saving
the Earth, in the spirit of Al Gore’'s An
Inconvenient Truth , this absorbing feature

documentary focuses on 10 visionary New
Zealandersut to prove that a shift in
consciousness can heal our environment and
its biodiversity. You'll be inspired! Watch for

viewing details in your local newspaper or see
the film at the Hollywoim@éma, Sumner,

6:00 pnfongoing but call to confirf)m

and media inquiries can be mtde
www.wickcandle.co.nz

News

e  The latest funding round for the
Community Conservation Fund,
supjrting private initiatives on public
land, is now open. Details and
applications at:
www.doc.grant.nz/communityfund

e  Also now open are the Biodiversity
Advice and the Biodiversity Condition
funds. Detaiat:
www.biodiversity.govt.nz/funds

e  Watchout fothe opening tife
Environmefinhancement Fund
(Environment Canterbargline.
Details atwww.ecan.gavt

. Checlout upcoming biodiversity
events in Canterbury at:
www.canterburybiodiversity.

Did you know?

Invertebrate Facts

e TheCanterbury knobbled weevitevas

discovered in Burkes Rt being
thought extinct. This insexstdivd

feed ona species gpeafgrass, the
declinef which has contributed to the
disappearance of the webldkch of

our knowledga the distribution of this
insechas comé&ontheexamination of
thefaeces of thextinct laughing owl,
remain®f which have been preserved
in some dryrlestonéocaions.

e  Environment Canterbury funds predator

control to help protect the weevil's
habitat from browsing animals.

Elsewhere paroximately 50% of New
Zealand's invertebrate species have not
been described by science.



